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Annexure II

Bureau of Indian Standards

Drinking Water – Speci!cations for some of the important parameters

IS 10500 – 2012 (Second revision)

S. No. Characteristic Unit Requirement 
(Acceptable  

Limit)  

Permissible Limit 
in the absence of 
alternate source

1 Total
Dissolved
Solids (TDS)

Milligram/litre 500 2000

2 Colour Hazen unit 5 15

3 Turbidity NTU 1 5

4 Total Hardness Milligram/litre 200 600

5 Ammonia Milligram/litre 0.5 0.5

6 Free Residual Chlorine Milligram/litre 0.2 1.0

7 pH -- 6.5-8.5 6.5-8.5

8 Chloride Milligram/litre 250 1000

9 Fluoride Milligram/litre 1.0 1.5

10 Arsenic Milligram/litre 0.01 0.05

11 Iron Milligram/litre 0.3 0.3

12 Nitrate Milligram/litre 45 45

13 Sulphate Milligram/litre 200 400

14 Selenium Milligram/litre 0.01 0.01

15 Milligram/litre 5.0 15.0

16 Mercury Milligram/litre 0.001 0.001

17 Lead Milligram/litre 0.01 0.01

18 Cyanide Milligram/litre 0.05 0.05

19 Copper Milligram/litre 0.05 1.5

20 Chromium Milligram/litre 0.05 0.05

21 Nickel Milligram/litre 0.02 0.02

22 Cadmium Milligram/litre 0.003 0.003

23 E-Coli or !ermotolerant 
coliforms

Number/ 100 ml NIL NIL

Note : Please refer to BIS Standard IS-10500- 2012 (second revision) for other parameters


